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'No', probably, since I haven't much desire to undertake so
difficult a scissors and paste job .. . but its anonymity appeals to
me: and if I felt at a loose end, say two years hence, then I might
trv my hand as an editor.
Please keep this entirely to yourself. The existence of the
materials is not known, even to Macmillan's . . . indeed only
five people do know of it Yours sincerely,               T.E.SHAW,
[By early May it became clear to Lawrence that his applica-
tion to transfer to the R.A.F. had failed once more. The obstacle
which had prevented his transfer the previous year remained
unmoved. He was not, however, prepared to accept this refusal
tamely.]
265:   TO JOHN BUCHAN
I9.V.Z5                                                             Clouds Hill Moreton Dorset
Dear Buchan, 1 don't know by what right I made that appeal
to you on Sunday.1 It happened on the spur of the moment. You
see, for seven years it's been my ambition to get into the Air
Force, (and for six months in 1922 I realised the ambition), and
I can't get the longing for it out of my mind for an hour. Conse-
quently I talk of it to most of the people I meet.
They often ask 'Why the R.A.F.?' and I don't know. Only I
have tried it, & I liked it as much after trying it as I did before.
The difference between Army & Air is that between earth &
air: no less. I only came into the army in the hope of earning my
restoration to the R.A.F. and now the third year is running on,
and I'm as far away as ever. It must be the ranks, for I'm afraid
of being loose or independent. The rails, & rules & necessary
subordination are so many comforts. Impossible is a long word
in human dealings: but it feels to me impossible that I should
ever assume responsibility or authority again. No doubt any
great crisis would change my mind: but certainly the necessity of
living won't, I'd rather be dead than hire out my wits to anyone
importantly.
1 Lawrence had met Buchan in the street and had spoken of his longing to return to
the R.A.F.